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|nEmatry iil need suppoil
. { **.gr?tlysaddened to hear of the

vrotent death of peter Sablich, a former
Ithaca residenr living in ginghad;

Ti -ry$:ring -fro.m severe, frrsistenimental illness. Iwill not attempt to,,sec-
gqd-guess" the police in this,it""ii*:_
ths mnhontation oertainly was of a vio_lent nature. I am tembly saOOineO tfritit turned out as it did,'r.th;; th;;tpolice being successfui in bri"S"g M..Sablich to rEe hospitalwhere hjn&JJ
to be.

. I began to wondir where people in
the @mmunity were before'ttris' inci-
oent happened. Was he receivinq onso-
mg treatment and services for fis dri_
ous mental illness anq_if not, why not?
H9 .opvioru-lr *us ,*trernefv ili'_'iri,
nergnbors, the mental healtlr communi_
ty, the county-, and police ,*f t uu
Deen aware of his needs and the subse_
guelt dangers 1nyotved !n not, proviJing
treatment for this very ill man. t'm alio
wondering whether.-the Binghamton
l.liq" D:epartment t., 

-"-"iiiti.""l

Incident Gam whictr- inclrO* ii"tt
police offiers and mental health;;;-
fessionats and is prwioinf;ft;irg
qi"ine to its offiaers ,"g*Ofrgd;dinb
with mental illness.

Peter Sablich was desperate for heio- treatment for his menial illness, mri-tinuous .sgpportive servicei ibiifr d"it;
neecswhich invohe intensive case man'-
age$ to check in on him reeularlv and
be aware yhen more intensirue'irG
rtre nospitalization might be needed.
wnere were those people?

.. Oqn communities need to be proac-
uve n trclprng individuals stru'esline
wtm maJor mental illnesses, like Feterl
yl9,qsry.TFly need our compassion
aqo le$. With srch treatment aird sup-
ry.n*:. senies, kter might still be
ryve, his neighbors would fr safe. anAme conrmunitvwould be doing the rightthing.
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